Ohio Historic Bridge Association 

2013 Spring Western Washington County Tour

Special Program: 225th Anniversary of Cory Bridge & Marietta Ohio

Sunday, May 19, 2013

Tour Leader: OHBA Member Doug Miller, PE; Cell 937-657-3563 or 937-356-8234
Special Program at Campus Martius Museum after Tour of Bridges.

Ebenezer Cory (Corey), Architect & Master Workman of Cory’s Bridge, Tiber Creek at Front Street, Marietta, located between Campus Martius and Picketed Point, July 1, 1788. EBENEZER COREY came with the first company. He was a man of much enterprise and industry. It is recorded the first season that, "a piece of bottom land on the bank of the Ohio, belonging to Mr. COREY, had been harvested, and measured one hundred and four bushels of corn to the acre." He was the architect of the bridge over Tyber Creek, which was "twenty-five feet high, ninety feet long, and twenty-four feet wide, covered with hewe planks four inches thick.' Colonel MAY writes: "It is called 'Corey's Bridge,' in honor of the master workman. there is not so good a bridge, or any thing like it, betwist it and Baltimore." Mr. COREY and his wife were in Campus Martius during the war, but afterward went to Waterford.
9:45 am
2013 Spring Tour will assemble at the McDonalds, located on SR 60 in Beverly, Washington County OH. There are three convenience store/gas stations and IGA grocery within three blocks on SR 60. One mile to Lakeside Golf Course and Motel.
10am DEPART
by turning  right from  McDonald’s parking lot and go ½ block North (west) on SR 60
Turn LEFT
on SR 339 South and go 4.7 miles to Camp Hervida Road
Turn RIGHT
on Camp Hervida Road (Twp. Rd 172) go 0.4 mile to bridge
10:10 ARRIVE  
Harra Covered Bridge over South Branch Wolf Creek (35-84-11),             

 96’ Span, Long Truss; Built 1878 by Rolla Merydith.
10:30 LEAVE   
by continuing on Camp Hervida Road (Twp. Rd 172) 1.4 mile to Camp Hervida where road splits. 
Bear RIGHT
Going straight up hill on Stevens Road (Twp. Rd. 471) for 1.3 miles.

Turn LEFT
on Buchanan Road (Cnty Rd. 6) and go 3.4 miles to SR 676

At stop sign go straight across onto SR 676 N and go 1.3 miles
Turn LEFT
on Creek Road (Twp 91) and go 2.7 miles.
Turn LEFT 
on Shinn Road (Twp. 570) and go 0.1 mile
10:55 ARRIVE
Shinn Covered Bridge over West  Branch Wolf Creek (35-84-03), 98’ Span, Multiple Kingpost Truss plus Arch; Built 1886 by E.B. Henderson (as the direct result of a near-drowning after the Shinn family had crossed the creek in a rowboat and their three year old daughter fell into the water but was saved by an older brother). It was renovated in 1998.
11:15 LEAVE  
by continuing on Shinn Road (Twp. 570) and go 1.4 miles.
Turn RIGHT 
on Oak Hill Rd (CR 18) go 4.4 miles to SR 550.
Turn RIGHT 
on SR 550 and go west for 4.6 miles.
11:35 ARRIVE  
Bartlett Marathon Convenience Store/Deli/sandwiches/gas/restroom. We’ll eat lunch here
12:00 LEAVE 
by going right (east) on SR 550 and go 0.2 mile.
Turn RIGHT 
on Graham Road (Twp Rd 77) and go approx. 3 miles.
Turn RIGHT 
on Clark Road (Twp Rd 61) go 0.4 miles to bridge.
12:10 ARRIVE 
Henry (Goddard) Covered Bridge over West Branch Little Hocking River (35-84-06), 45’ Span, Multiple Kingpost Truss; Built 1894 by E.B. Henderson (again as a direct result from a small child slipping off of a small, unstable footbridge then drowning in the flood swollen creek).
12:30 LEAVE 
Continue on Clark Road (Twp Rd 61) 1.1 miles to SR 555

Turn LEFT 
on SR 555 go 4.4 miles South to Burnett Road (CR 6)
Turn LEFT 
on Burnett Road (CR6) go 0.3 miles to bridge
12:40 ARRIVE 
Root Covered Bridge over West Branch Little Hocking River (35-84-08), 70’ Span, Long Truss; Built 1878 by Rolla Merydith.
1:00 LEAVE 
Continue on Burnett Road (CR6) 1.5 miles
Turn RIGHT 
Continue on Burnett (CR6) 1.5 miles to Darnold Road (Twp 53) (Darnold is the straight through road at this intersection and is gravel)

Go Darold Road 0.3 mile to Walsh Road (Twp.Rd  239)
Turn LEFT 
on Walsh Road (TR 239) 0.1 mile
1:10 ARRIVE 
1857 Marietta and Cincinnati Railroad Piers (Dunbar Piers); these piers once supported train traffic in a remote part of Washington Co. Ohio. They were built around 1857 using stone cut from the creek bed nearby. The stones were so well "dressed" that they used no mortar in the construction. The supports were from 80 to 87 feet in height. Originally the superstructure was made of wood and increased the height to 120 feet. There are 4 tall piers and two arched abutments. The superstructure of the bridge was originally wood, but in 1898 it was replaced by steel. Irish and German immigrants built the arched stone abutments and piers. It has been noted that as the train approached the trestle an operator often had to keep a close eye on the fields and trees far below the structure to make sure no fires were caused by hot cinders emanating from the locomotive’s smokestack. (Copied from an article in the Marietta Times 2/19/2013)
1:30 LEAVE
Continue on Walsh Road (TR 239) 1.7 miles
Turn LEFT
on Tick Ridge Road (TR17) and go 2.2 miles to SR 550

Turn RIGHT 
on SR 550 and go 2.3 miles to Barlow Fairgrounds
1:45 ARRIVE  
Mill Branch Covered Bridge & 1871 T Building at Fairgrounds. Mill Branch Covered Bridge over brook (35-84-17), 59’ Span, Multiple Kingpost Truss; Moved 1980 
2:15 LEAVE 
From fairgrounds, turn LEFT on SR 550 go 200’

Turn LEFT
 on SR 339 North 0.3 mile
Turn LEFT
on Bell Road (TR 29) go 1.2 miles to T intersection
 Turn LEFT 
and continue on Bell Road (TR29) and go 1.3 miles to bridge
2:25 ARRIVE
Bell Covered Bridge over Southwest Fork of Wolf Creek (35-84-12), 63’ Span, Multiple Kingpost Truss; Built 1888 E.B. Henderson, restored 1998.
2:45 LEAVE 
Continue on Bell Road 1.1 mile to Woodruff Road (TR 230)
Turn RIGHT
on Woodruff go 1.6 mile to SR 339

Turn RIGHT
on SR 339 and go 3 miles to SR 550

Turn LEFT
on SR 550 go 11 miles to SR 7

Turn Left
on SR 7 go 1.8 miles to 601 Second Street at Campus Martius Museum

3:30 to 5pm 
Campus Martius Museum; 4:00pm program on 1788 Cory Bridge; admission charge of $6.
5:15
Harmar Railroad Bridge, near site of Cory’s Bridge; Meet at bridge, Front & Butler Street, for brief discussion of findings on Cory’s Bridge.

OHBA Member Jean Yost will present historical records of the construction of “Cory’s Bridge”; the bridge that may be Ohio’s first. Over the past months much research has been conducted and in January, while searching through various Marietta archives, a historical sketch of the early settlement was discovered that appears to show this first bridge. 
Yost has been involved over the years with several historic restoration projects in Washington County, including the restoration of the 1871 T Building and Mill Branch Covered Bridge on the Barlow Fairgrounds; the restoration of the replica of the 1788 Flatboat Adventure Galley; and 1900 era Shanty Boat at the Ohio River Museum; and Mound Cemetery Fence and Gateway.
He is active as President of the Marietta Chapter Sons of the American Revolution and is a Trustee of the Friends of the Museums, Campus Martius and Ohio River Museum.

Jean Yost        6207 SR 550, Cutler, OH 45724                740-678-8060 or cell 336-8060

Jean.yost@gmail.com        www.campusmartiusmseum.org              www.mariettasar.org 

Leave by getting back to SR 7 and follow until you get to I-77 and go north to I-70 and beyond.

