Fall 2012 OHBA Bridge Tour
Monroe and Washington (East) Counties
September 16, 2012
Tour Director: Doug Miller

Lead Vehicle cell phone: 937/657-3563

We are separating Washington County into two tours, one covering four bridges in the East part of the county (combining with two in Monroe County) for this Fall, then the second one covering six bridges to the West in the Spring of 2013. This Fall we will also be offering a tour through the Ohio River Museum in Marietta.
Be sure to bring a picnic lunch as we will be stopping at a park area that is part of Wayne National Forest beside the Hune Covered Bridge. There is a restroom there although primitive it should be clean.
I want to thank Jean Yost for helping me put this tour together. He is the Co-Chair 225 Celebration, 2012/2013, celebrating the 225th of the Northwest Ordinance, the U.S. Constitution and the First Settlement in the Northwest Territory – Marietta. I have his contact information if you would like to get in touch with him. He will be at the Museum when we arrive.
**********
From the I-70/I-77 interchange go 19 miles south on I-77 to Exit 25 SR 78 (McConnelsville Road) at Caldwell in Noble County (this is the same one we stopped at in our Fall of 2010 Noble and Morgan County tour). Turn left at end of ramp go approximately 0.5 miles to County Road 56 Fairground Road. Turn left at traffic signal then turn left into McDonald’s.
WASHINTON COUNTY BRIDGES (1)
10:00 Meet at McDonald’s 44193 Fairground Rd, Caldwell, OH 43724
10:10 Depart 
Turn RIGHT out onto Fairground Road 
Turn RIGHT at light back on SR 78 (McConnelsville Road). Continue west for 0.3 mile

Turn LEFT at the ramp to go South on I-77.  Continue south on I-77 for 9.0 miles to the Macksburg exit (#16). At stop sign of exit, go straight across onto Southbound entrance ramp for 500’

Turn RIGHT onto Highland Ridge Road (Washington Co. Rd 8) and continue south for approximately 4 mi to 7330 Highland Ridge Road (just past I-77) to Schwendeman Covered Bridge on the left on private property.
10:30 ARRIVE
 Schwendeman (Benedict) Covered Bridge (35-84-20) 44’, Built in 1894 by Ebenezer B. Henderson.  It was first moved from its original location near Constitution to Jackson Park in Marietta in 1967 and then again 1994 to its present location, Multiple Kingpost
NOTE: We are not going to get out of our vehicles to save some time for the rest of the tour

10:35 LEAVE
by continuing south on Highland Ridge Road (Washington Co. Rd 8) 1.4 miles to SR 530
Turn LEFT on SR 530 and continue for approximately 2.5 miles into the Village of Warner. The road will change from SR 530 to SR 821. Continue on SR 821 for approximately 1.2 miles
Turn RIGHT following SR 821 (and now named Plank Road) for 2.0 miles to Dalzell Road (Washington County Road 11)

Turn LEFT on Dalzell Road (Washington County Road 11) and continue for 0.5 miles. Dalzell Road (WC Road 11) will make a sharp LEFT turn continue for 500’ then makes a sharp RIGHT turn. Once past these turns continue approximately 7.6 miles to Dalzell Convenient Store, on the left
11:05 ARRIVE   Dalzell Convenient Store, 7890 Dalzell Road. We will stop here to use the rest rooms as this is the last location until we get into Marietta to use them.
11:25 LEAVE by continuing (north or east) on Dalzell Road (Washington County Road 11) for approximately 3.7 miles where we enter Monroe County and the road changes to Monroe County Road 15. Continue for 0.8 miles to SR 565
MONROE COUNTY BRIDGES (2)

Turn RIGHT on SR 565 and continue for approximately 2.0 miles where SR 565 ends and the road becomes SR 260. Continue for 1.2 miles to SR 537

Turn RIGHT on SR 537 and continue for approximately 5.0 miles to SR 26 (Hilight Road)
Turn LEFT on SR 26 (Hilight Road) and go approximately 1.8 miles to Greenbriar Road
(Monroe County Road 12)

Turn RIGHT on Greenbriar Road (Monroe County Road 12) and continue for approximately 3.5 miles to Plainview Road (Monroe County Road 40)
Turn LEFT (A SHARP LEFT) on Plainview Road (Monroe County Road 40) and go approximately 1.0 miles to the Foraker Covered Bridge
12:05 ARRIVE
Foraker Covered Bridge over Little Muskingum River (35-56-14) 92’, Built 1886, Multiple Kingpost. To strengthen the bridge, iron vertical tension rods were added in 1938 to the end panels and two steel I-beams in the 1980’s. This structure is on the National Register of Historic Places.
12:25 LEAVE
by going through the bridge then turn around at the first intersection approximately 200’ past the bridge. Continue back south on Plainview Road (Monroe County Road 40) for 1.0 miles to Greenbriar Road (Monroe County Road 12)
Turn RIGHT (A SHARP RIGHT) on Greenbriar Road (Monroe County Road 12) and go 3.5 miles to SR 26 (Hilight Road)
Turn LEFT on SR 26 (Hilight Road) and go 5.3 miles to Monroe Township Road 384
Turn LEFT on Monroe Township Road 384 and go 0.3 miles to Knowlton Covered Bridge
12:50 ARRIVE
Knowlton (or Long) Covered Bridge over Little Muskingum River (35-56-18) 192’ 3-span structure, Built in 1887, Multiple Kingpost and arch, Renovated in 1995. The structure is one of the longest covered bridges in Ohio. This structure is on the National Register of Historic Places.
1:10 LEAVE
by turning around and go back to SR 26
Turn LEFT at SR 26 and go 10.3 miles going back into Washington County to Rinard Covered Bridge parking on the left shoulder just past the bridge
WASHINGTON COUNTY BRIDGES (3) con’t.
1:30 ARRIVE
Rinard Covered Bridge over Little Muskingum River (35-84-28) 137’, Built 1876 by the Smith Bridge Company, 12-panel Smith Truss. This bridge was built to replace one built in 1871 that was washed out by a flood. The 1913 flood event damaged the Rinard Bridge as structural members were added beneath the flooring.
1:50 LEAVE continuing on SR 26 for 3.6 miles to Township Road 34
Turn LEFT at Township Road 34 and go approximately 200’ to Hune Covered Bridge
2:00 ARRIVE
Hune Covered Bridge over Little Muskingum River (35-84-27) 128’, Built 1879 by Rolla Merydith, 12-panel Long Truss. This structure is on the National Register of Historic Places.
After viewing the bridge we will drive through the bridge then turn right into a Wayne National Park picnic area drive approximately 200’ past the bridge. We will eat our picnic lunch and use the primitive restroom.

2:45 LEAVE by going left from the park drive on Township Road T34 and continue through the bridge back to SR 26

 Turn LEFT on SR 26 and continue for 12.1 miles to Hills Bridge Road (County Road 333)
Turn LEFT on Hills Bridge Road (County Road 333) and go 0.5 miles Hills Covered Bridge
3:10 ARRIVE 
Hills /Hildreth (or Lafabers Mill) Covered Bridge over Little Muskingum River (35-84-24) 122’, Built 1878 by the Hocking Valley Bridge Works, 12-panel Howe Truss with two approach spans.
3:30 Leave by continuing on Hills Bridge Road (County Road 333) for 1.0 mile to Millers Lane (County Road 9)
Turn LEFT on Millers Lane (County Road 9) and continue approximately 4.0 miles to SR 7
Turn RIGHT on SR 7. Stay on SR 7 for approximately 2.8 miles going under I-77 to Greene St. (7th Street)
Turn RIGHT on Greene St. (7th Street) where after one block and the street become 7th Street and go 6 blocks to Washington Street
Turn LEFT on Washington Street and go approximately 6 blocks to 2nd Street
Turn RIGHT on 2nd Street and go one block to St. Clair Street
Turn LEFT on St. Clair Street and go one block to Front Street. Go through the intersection then

Turn LEFT into the Ohio River Museum parking lot

3:50 ARRIVE
Ohio River Museum 601 Front Street, Marietta. The museum consists of three exhibit buildings, the first chronicling the origins and natural history of the Ohio River. The history of the steamboat on the Ohio River system is featured in the second building, along with a video presentation on river steamboats. The last building features displays about boat building, mussels in the Ohio River system, and tools and equipment from the steamboat era.

Outside the museum, on the Muskingum River, visitors can take an escorted tour of the W. P. SNYDER JR., the last intact steam-powered "pool-type" stern-wheeled towboat in the United States. The W.P. Snyder received a new hull last year. This fall it is scheduled to travel to dry dock for a complete restoration of the upper levels.

Other exhibits on the museum grounds include the pilothouse from the steamboat the TELL CITY, a full-scale reproduction of a flatboat from Ohio's early settlement period, and an 1800 dug-out canoe used as a ferry between Fort Harmer and Marietta's settlement. Also on site are a series of poles showing the heights of some of the worst floods to hit the area in its recorded history: the 1884 flood at 54.5 feet, the 1898 flood at 49.6 feet, the 1907 flood at 52.1 feet, the flood of 1913 at 60.3 feet, and the 1937 flood at 55 feet. 

The museum is open until 5pm on Sunday, group tour rate is $6 and covers the Ohio River Museum and the W.P. Snyder tour.

The Campus Martius Museum is part of the Spring 2013 Ohio Historical Bridge Tour and tour point for discussion on the first bridge at Marietta, constructed in 1788.

LEAVE  by turning around and go back to SR 7 following the directions in reverse order and follow until you get to I-77 and go north to I-70 and beyond.
